
Schedule of Meeting Times: 
 WKAC 1080 AM Sunday 7:30 AM 
      Speaker, Robert Emerson 
 Study Sunday 10:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday 11:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday 5:00 PM 
      Singing every 2nd Sunday evening 
 Study Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Preacher / bulletin editor: Kris Vilander 
Phone: (256) 472-1065; (256) 472-1042 
E-mail: kris@haysmillchurchofchrist.org 
Website: www.haysmillchurchofchrist.org 

Servants during September: 
Songleader: Chandler (2), Dwight (9), 

Stanley (16), Larry (23), David (30) 
Reading: Larry 
Announcements: Marty 
Communion: Buddy, David, Lakin, 

Stanley 
Wednesday Lesson: Kris  (5), Mike (12), 

Larry (19), Stanley (26) 

Lawn Mowing (week beginning): 
Stanley (2), Robert (9), Larry (16), 
Kris (23), Billy (30) 

Singing: Larry and Shane’s 
Area Meetings:  

 
Hays Mill church of Christ 
21705 Hays Mill Road 
Elkmont, AL 35620 

 

Come study 
with us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 “Examine everything carefully…”—1 Thessalonians 5:21 NASB 
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By Paul White 
 

 

I realize that in the very title, I 
have mentioned a term that is both 
misused and misunderstood today 
in so many religious circles. I fully 
acknowledge that what some may 
infer by use of the term “grow” or 
“church growth” may not 
necessarily fit God’s meaning or 
measure of growth. So let me state 
in the beginning, when I speak of 
growth in this article, I have in 
mind both numerical and spiritual 
growth while fully acknowledging 
that both are sourced in God. God 
both enables and empowers us to 
grow spiritually, but we must avail 
ourselves of His help. And God 
alone gives the increase. So when 
we speak of numerical and/or 
spiritual growth we must rely on 
God and give Him, and Him alone 
the glory for all good growth.  

But my title suggests that there 
is something each Christian here at 
Cedar Park can do to help bring 
about growth. Regardless of your 
age or how long you’ve been a 
Christian, there are some specific 
things each can do to help this local 
church grow. So rather than talking 
about, thinking about, theorizing 
about what can’t be done, it’s time 
to consider what each can and must 
be doing to help this church grow. 

 First, every member should 
set a righteous example. Peter 
admonishes us, “Therefore, 
prepare your minds for action, 
keep sober in spirit, fix your hope 
completely on the grace to be 
brought to you at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ. As obedient children, 
do not be conformed to the former 
lusts which were yours in your 



ignorance, but like the Holy One 
who called you, be holy yourselves 
also in all your behavior; because it 
is written, "YOU SHALL BE 
HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY"  
(1 Pet 1:13-16). Living lives of 
holiness says we’ve risen above 
sin, and have consecrated 
ourselves to God and His service. 
Peter says we are to be holy in all 
our conduct. Each is to be a 
righteous example. When you 
struggle with the issue of a right 
example, just ask yourself the 
question, “What would Jesus do?” 
Think about it…would Jesus use 
such language? Would Jesus treat 
others this way? Would Jesus put 
pride before principle? If we’ll be 
honest, we know how Jesus would 
have us live before others. We just 
need to do a better job at times 
letting our light shine before men. 
We perhaps need to take more 
seriously our responsibility in the 
area of influencing others for good 
and not evil (Mt 5:13-16). People 
need to see the fruit of the Spirit 
(love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control), and not 
the carnality of our own stubborn 
will. We can “adorn the doctrine of 
God our Savior in all things”  
(Tit 2:10). Each can let the beauty 
of Jesus be seen. This is something 
every member can and must 
do…set a righteous example. 

 Secondly, every member can 
be more positive. More positive in 
our conversations with others 

about the God we serve and trust. 
More positive in our conversations 
about our Bible classes; leadership; 
our worship assemblies, and about 
those men who take an active part 
in leading us in worship. Now, 
don’t misunderstand me. I’m not 
recommending that we ignore 
those areas where improvement is 
needed. Nor am I suggesting that 
every comment being made must 
be positive. However, what should 
be present in every member is a 
readiness to encourage the good, 
commend the effort, and praise the 
noble heart, before we seek to 
correct or criticize. Otherwise, the 
needed criticism offered at times 
fails to be constructive. We must 
not dwell on the few areas of 
mediocrity, while ignoring the 
many things that are done really 
well. Let us look first at what’s 
being done right, before we 
complain about or criticize what 
we think is being done wrong. 
Each member should be more 
positive, and exercise patience in 
those areas where improvement is 
needed. 

 Finally, every member must 
remain focused. Jesus said it this 
way, “The eye is the lamp of the 
body; so then if your eye is clear, 
your whole body will be full of 
light. But if your eye is bad, your 
whole body will be full of 
darkness. If then the light that is in 
you is darkness, how great is the 
darkness! No one can serve two 
masters; for either he will hate the 

one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God and 
wealth” (Mt 6:22-24). Simply put, 
we must give ourselves in full 
surrender to Christ. So that when 
He tells us to seek the lost, we will 
commit ourselves to doing just 
that. And when He tells us to be 
controlled by His word and not by 
greed, we will set our affections on 
things above, and not on the 
material things of this life  
(Col 3:1-3). And when He tells us 

to put the interests of others ahead 
of ourselves, we will find it easier 
to swallow our pride, and yield 
ourselves for the good of others. 

 You see, these are things we 
ALL can do, and must be doing if 
we desire growth in the kingdom. 
What will YOU do? 

—I don’t remember exactly where or 
when I got this article; but I’m sure we all 
appreciate our brother’s thoughts. I believe 
it is from the Cedar Park church in Texas, 
where Jim R. Everett preached.  
 

 

A Man Must Know 
 

Who reaps the grain and plows the sod 
Must feel a kinship with this God: 

For there's so much on earth to see 
That marks the hand of Deity. 

When blossoms springs from tiny shoot, 
When orchard yields its luscious fruit, 

When sap is running from great trees... 
On all occasions such as these, 

The man who breathes fresh country air 
Must know full well that God is there. 

 

— Roger Winship Stuart. 
 

 Remember in Prayer  
 

As far as I am aware, his has 
been a quiet week, especially 
considering storm on the coast that 
failed to be as dangerous as was 
feared. 

Don’t neglect to pray for our 
brethren who are unable to meet 

with us: Lois Adams, Ruth Black, 
Carolyn Dennis, Tim and Dot Hice, 
Polly McNatt, and Hazel Teeples. 

Pray for one another, that the 
Lord would be glorified in us,  
1 Thess 1:11,12. 


